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NODIS 

DEPARTMENT PASS WHITE HOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, UNGA, GW 

SUBJECT: GENSCHER ON US POSITION ON USE OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS 

REFS: (A) BONN 16509; (B) BONN 16596 

1 . GENSCHER CALLED ME IN URGENTLY THE MORNING OF 
OCTOBER 6 REGARDING THE PRESIDENT'S UNGA SPEECH AND 
US POLICY ON THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

2. GENSCHER NOTED PRESS REPORTS QUOTING THE WHITE 
HOUSE SPOKESMAN AS HAVING SAID OCTOBER 4 THAT THE 
PRESIDENT'S UNGA STATEMENT REPRESENTED A "CHANGE IN 
US POLICY" AND THAT THE US "HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT 
WE WOULD NOT CONDUCT A FIRST NUCLEAR STRIKE." GENSCHER 
OBSERVED THAT THE PRESIDENT'S UNGA REMARKS ON THIS 
SUBJECT WERE CLEAR AND THE FRG FULLY UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THEY DID NOT, IN FACT, REPRESENT A SHIFT IN POLICY. HE 
WAS, HOWEVER, VERY CONCERNED THAT THE PRESS AND 
PARTICULARLY THE SOVIETS MIGHT MISTAKENLY INTERPRET 
THEM AS SUCH. GENSCHER ASKED, THEREFORE, THAT WE 
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER TAKING AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO 
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CLARIFY US POLICY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

3. REFERRING TO OUR EARLIER CONVERSATION (REF A), I 
AGREED FULLY WITH GENSCHER'S ASSESSMENT THAT NO POLICY 
SHIFT WAS INTENDED BY THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS, AND I 
REITERATED GIST OF POINTS I HAD MADE OCTOBER 4. I 
NOTED THAT, IN THIS CONTEXT, WE HAD BEEN PLEASED TO 
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SEE THE OCTOBER 5 STATEMENT BY FRG GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
BOELLING WELCOMING THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS. I TOLD 
GENSCHER I WOULD REPORT HIS VIEWS TO WASHINGTON. 

4. AS WE LEFT THE MINISTER'S OFFICE, POLITICAL DIRECTOR 
BLECH UNDERLINED TO ME THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH 
GENSCHER VIEWS THIS MATTER. HE SAID THIS IS AN 
EXCEEDINGLY SENSITIVE SUBJECT AND IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO HAVE IT CLARIFIED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

STOESSEL 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, POLICIES, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, SPEECHES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN16623 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DEPARTMENT PASS WHITE HOUSE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: P840084-1498 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771089/aaaacxjz.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 64588d35-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 77 BONN 16509, 77 BONN 16596 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1016454 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GENSCHER ON US POSITION ON USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
TAGS: PARM, GE, US, UNGA, (GENSCHER, HANS-DIETRICH), (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: STATE SS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/64588d35-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



